
OLVER ANNOUNCES $800,000 FOR NORTH STREET IN FITCHBURG

  

WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced today that the House Appropriations Committee has approved $800,000 in funding to complete the third phase of improvements to the North Street corridor in Fitchburg.   

   Olver serves on the Transportation Subcommittee of the Appropriations Committee and included the funding in the fiscal year 2003 Transportation Appropriations bill.   

   "North Street is a gateway between Main Street and Fitchburg State College, the city's largest employer and a cultural center for the community," Olver said. "This project will significantly improve safety and traffic flow in and around the college campus. With the recent additions of the college's new recreational facility and Fitchburg's new fire station, along with the college's plans to build a new science technology center, these much needed improvements will greatly enhance the corridor."   

   North Street improvements have been done in phases. The $800,000 earmarked in the transportation bill will fund phase three, which includes the design and construction of road and sidewalk improvements along North Street from Pearl Street to Ross Street. The project will improve the Pearl Street intersection, enhance the entranceway to the college, widen the roadway with a bicycle lane and improve sidewalks with lighting for pedestrians.   

   Phases one and two have improved the roadway from Main Street to Pearl Street, including road widening, new sidewalks with improved lighting and a bicycle lane. These previous phases have received more than $1 million in federal funding and an additional $1 million in funding through state and local grants.   

   For more information, please contact Fitchburg Planning Coordinator David Streb at 978-345-1018.   
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